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ABRAHAM    LINCOLN 
COMES     TO    OREGON 


A  fourteen  foot  high,  bronze 
statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  be 
welcomed  by  the  state  of  Oregon 
in  Lincoln  City  October  9.  The 
gift,  valued  at  $30,000  to  be  placed 
permanently  in  this  newly  created 
coastal  City  comes  from  the  noted 
sculptress  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington 
through  the  auspices  of  the  Marg- 
aret Brent  Fellowship  of  Wash- 
ington D.C. 

The  figure  commemorates  an 
historical  decision  made  by  Lin- 
coln in  1849. 

In  1847,  as  a  brash  young  con- 
gressman, Abraham  Lincoln  made 
a  speech  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives which  lost  him  his  con- 
stituency in  Illinois  but  gained  him 
the  sympathy  of  the  free  soil 
settlers  making  their  way  across 
the  trackless  plains  and  mountains 
to  Oregon.  Hence,  in  1849  Lincoln 
was   asked   to   be   it's   Governor. 

The  offer  was  a  great  new  oppor- 


tunity since  Lincoln  had  not  beer 
renominated  to  Congress  in  Illi- 
nois. As  Governor  of  Oregon  he 
could  hope  to  be  elected  Senator 
from  the  Territory  and  return  to 
Washington  at  a  high  level  to  build 
his  political  future  there. 

When  Mrs.  Lincoln  refused  to 
take  their  young  children  to  the 
far  frontier,  Abraham  Lincoln 
"respectfully  declined"  the  gov- 
ernorship of  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory. 

Frustrated,  he  abandoned  poli- 
tics and  returned  to  his  law  prac- 
tice, riding  the  circuit  from  vill- 
age to  village  and  pursuing  his 
self -devised  "Saddlebag  College". 
For  four  years  he  studied,  begin- 
ning with  the  six  books  of  Euclid 
and  including  everything  of  history, 
literature  and  political  theory  he 
could  find  in  books. 

In  1854  he  celebrated  his  own 
"Commencement"   with  a  speech 


at  Pe<       ,   i'llinois  from  which  is 
gfciier  fd  the  national  leader- 

ship   vwuch    brought    him  to  the 
presidency  six  years  later. 

The  statue  depicts  Lincoln  in  his 
saddle,  reading  a  book  while  his 
horse  grazes,  at  the  moment  when 
he  felt  bound  to  give  up  coming 
to  Oregon.  It  says  in  effect:  "when 
all  else  lies  in  ruins  about  you,  you 
can  still  study." 

Sculptress  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington 
dedicates  her  statue  to  all  stu- 
dents of  all  ages  in  the  Old  Oregon 
Territory  of  which  Lincoln  did  not 
become  Governor. 

The  nationwide  publicity  accru- 
ing from  the  honor  of  being  chosen 
as  the  site  for  the  statue  has 
added  impetus  to  Lincoln  City's 
determination  to  progress  as  a 
recreational  area  in  the  true  sense. 
Cultural  projects  are  to  play  an 
increasingly  important  part  in  fu- 
ture planning. 


Abe  Lincoln  Comes  to  Oregon! 


f 


Saturday,  October  9, 1965 


2:30  p.m.     Kirtsis  Park,  Lincoln  City,  Oregon 


A  casting  of  this  14  ft.  high 
statue  by  sculpturess  Anna  Hyatt 
Huntington  at  the  Worlds  Fair 
is  being  given  by  Mrs.  Hunting- 
ton   to    Oregon. 

It  is  being  placed  in  the  newly 
consolidated  Lincoln  City  made 
up  of  five  smaller  towns  in  the 
20    Miracle    Miles. 


The  gift  was  made  in  memory 
of  the  event  when  Lincoln  was 
offered  the  governorship  of 
Oregon. 


Lincoln  Statue  Dedication 


Oct.  9,   1965  Lincoln  City,  Oregon 

Ceremonies   Commence  at  2:30  p.m. 

Presentation  of  the  colors  by  the  Sons  of  the  Union  Veterans  Reserve 

"Lincoln   at   Gettysburg"       by   Claude    T.    Smith 

McMinnville   High   School  Band        John   McManus**,   Director 

Invocation         Rev.  Paul  Dickey 

Introductions        MC   Nelson    Olmsted*** 

"God  of  Our  Fathers" Taft  Singers,  Peter  F.  Butler  Jr.,  Director 

Lincoln  on  the  Prairie Jerold  B.  Parks,  Chairman,  Statue  Committee 

"The  War  Between  the  States" Nelson  Olmsted 

"Lincoln  Portrait"  by  Aaron  Copeland McMinnville  Band 

History   of  Lincoln    City        Mayor  Ross  Evans 


Address  by  Governor  Mark  O.  Hatfield 

Unveiling  of  the  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington  statue    of  Abraham  Lincoln,  "Lincoln  on  the  Prairie" 

Presented  to  the  people  of  the  state  of    Oregon  by  the  Margaret  Brent  Fellow- 
ship Foundation  of  Washington  D.  C. 

"America,  The  Beautiful" McMinnville   Band 

Presentation  to  Governor  Mark  O.  Hatfield  by    Mayor  Ross  Evans 

Benediction Father  lames  E.  Mosley 


k     Devoted  to  the  cause  of  Lincoln 

**     Winner  of  the   1964  National  Teacher  of  the  Year  Honor  Roll  Award 

***     Radio,  TV  and  stage  personality— currently  the  narrator  of  the  Pacific  Power  and  Light 
radio  program   "Stories  from  Pacific  Powerland" 


Lincoln  Comes 


To  Oregon 


Abraham  Lincoln  became  a  part 
of  Oregon's  history  when  he  was 
forty  years  old.  and  after  his  term 
in  Congress  had  expired.  He  had 
campaigned  for  Zachary  Taylor, 
a  Whig,  who  succeeded  the  Dem- 
ocratic Polk  as  President  of  the 
United  States.  Lincoln  received  a 
letter  dated  August  10,  1849,  from 
Secretary  of  State  John  M.  Clay- 
ton, notifying  him  that  the  presi- 
dent had  appointed  him  secretary 
of  Oregon  Territory.  Lincoln's 
name  was  presented  by  some  of 
his  friends  to  the  president  for 
appointment  to  the  governorship 
of  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  it  is 
believed  that  this,  too.  was  offered 
to  him.  The  bait  held  out  was 
that  as  Oregon  was  bound  to  soon 
join  the  Union,  Lincoln  would  no 
doubt  at  that  time  become  United 
States  Senator  from  the  State, 
and  thus  return  to  Washington. 
On  October  6,  1885,  the  following 
letter  was  printed  in  the  Oregon- 
ian: 

Springfield,   Illinois 
"John   Addison.    Esq  ,      Sept.    1849 
My   Dear   Sir: 

Your  letter  is  received.  I  cannot 
but  be  grateful  to  you  and  all 
other  friends  who  have  interested 
themselves  in  having  the  govern- 
orship of  Oregon  offered  to  me, 
but  on  as  much  reflection  as  I 
have  had  time  to  give  the  subject, 
I  cannot  consent  to  accept  it. 

I  have  an  ever  abiding  wish  to 
serve  you,  but  as  to  the  secretary- 
ship, I  have  already  recommended 
our  friend  Simeon  Francis,  of  the 
Journal.  Please  present  my  re- 
spects to  G.T.M.  Davis  gener- 
ally, and  my  thanks  especially, 
for    his    kindness    in    the    Oregon 

matter.  v 

Yours   as   ever, 

A.  Lincoln" 
General  John  P.  Gaines  was  ap- 
pointed instead,  and  Lincoln 
remained  in  Springfield  as  senior 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Lin- 
coln and  Herndon.  It  is  believed 
he  was  beginning  to  see  that  his 
future    lay    east    of    the    Rockies. 


Moreover.  Mrs.  Lincoln  objected 
strenuously,  having  had  enough 
of  frontier  life  and  much  pre- 
ferring  social    Springfield. 

Accounts  tell  us  that  she,  in 
typical  woman-fashion,  often  re- 
minded her  husband  after  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  president, 
that  but  for  her  advice  when  he 
was  wavering,  he  would  still  be 
governor  of  a  territorial  outpost. 

When  Lincoln  ran  for  president, 
Horace  Greeley,  voting  the  proxy 
of  a  delayed  Oregon  delegate, 
swung  the  convention  toward  Lin- 
coln as  the  strength  of  the  other 
candidates  faltered  at  the  famous 
Chicago  Wigwam   Convention. 

Later,  an  Oregon  vote  decided 
Lincoln's  election   as  president. 

But  at  last  Abraham  is  coming 
to  Oregon;  as  an  heroic  fourteen 
foot  high  statue,  a  gift  from  its 
creator,  the  sculpturess,  Anna 
Hyatt  Huntington  and  dedicated 
to  all  students  in  the  old  north- 
west Pacific  Territory  of  which 
Lincoln  did  not  become  governor. 

The  statue  shows  Lincoln,  in 
his  saddle,  reading  a  book  while 
his  horse  grazes.  Abandoning  poli- 
tics for  a  time,  and  returning  to 
riding  the  circuit  as  a  lawyer,  he 
had  devised  for  himself  his  own 
curriculum  in  "Saddlebag  Col- 
lege". In  1854,  he  celebrated  his 
own  commencement  in  a  speech 
in  Peoria,  Illinois,  from  which  is 
generally  dated  the  national  lead- 
ership that  brought  him  the  nom- 
ination  for  president. 

Sending  Lincoln  to  Ore.  was  sug- 
gested to  Mrs.  Huntington  by  Dr. 
Marjorie  Barstow  Greenbie,  author 
of  Lincoln's  Daughters  of  Mercy. 
To  Dr.  Greenbie,  Mrs.  Hunting- 
ton has  entrusted  full  responsi- 
bility for  the  placement  of  the 
statue  in  Oregon,  in  cooperation 
with  Governor  Mark  Hatfield,  to 
be  installed  with  suitable  cere- 
mony in  the  newly  incorporated 
Lincoln  City  which  has  been 
created  out  of  five  existing  towns 
on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 


FESTIVAL  OF  THE  ARTS 
SCHEDULE 


OCTOBER  9  -  2:30  P.M.        -        -  KIRTSIS  PARK 

LINCOLN  STATUE  DEDICATION 

Exhibits  2  -  5  p.m.  Daily  in  most  cases  Oct.  9  through  17 

Binford  Building,  across  from  Pixie  Kitchen — 

John  Waddingham,  Percy  Manser,   Chas.   Voorhies, 
Photographers,  Grant  Duggins,  and  others. 

Other  Exhibits 

First  National  Bank— Daphne  Haig 
Paint  Box — Maude  Wanker 
Surftides— Howard  Coleman,  etc. 
Dorchester  House — Howard  Vinyard,  etc. 
Elks    Building    Basement — Collections    of    Lincolnia, 
Coins,  Postals,  Jewelry,  Antiques,  Buttons 
Rouske  Building — Local  Artists 

Lincoln    County    Art    Center— Gladys    Brown,    china 
painting;  Jane  Robb,  weaving;  E.  John  Robinson,  etc. 
Daphne  Haig  Studio  (two  houses  east  of  Art  Center) 
Thelma  Pearson  Gallery — Gayle  Fenton 
News-Guard — Bottle  and  Sea  Collection 
Studio  A — Tuesday  and  Wednesday  only— students 
Lincoln  Book  Shop,  Nelscott— Civil  War  Book  display 
Cascade  Arts  Gallery,  Nelscott — Grover  and  Renfroe 
Le  Grenier  Gallery,  Nelscott 
Lincoln  Bank  of  Taft— Marilyn  Stauber 
Custom    Craft,    Taft    Upholstery,     Garrigus    Lumber 
Co.,  Dorsey  Real  Estate,  McCready  Lumber,  Bernies 
Tackle,  Coast  to  Coast — Local  Artists 
Showcase  Gallery  (in  back  Cutler  City  Store) — Ger- 
trude O'Brien 

Salishan   Lodge   Gallery — Demetrios   Jameson 
Doug   Emlong    Studio    <S   Fossil   Museum   —  Lincoln 
Beach 

Jean  McReynolds  Lausen's — Depoe  Bay  (  one  block 
south  of  Shell  Station,  turn  west  to  end  of  road). 

OCTOBER  9,  9:00  P.M.  STREET  DANCE,  NELSCOTT— 

Lincoln  Music  Shop  Lincoln  Book  Store 

OCTOBER  9  &  10,  PIXIE  KITCHEN— 

Clay  Clan  Demonstrations 

OCTOBER  13,  12:30  P.M.- 

Art  Center — Dessert  Card  Party  for  Public 

OCTOBER  16,  1:00  P.M.— 

Salishan — Lunch  and  Style  Show 

OCTOBER  16.  8:00  P.M 

Taft  High  School — International  Folk  Music 

OCTOBER  16  &   17— 

Purple  Pizza  Building — High   School  demonstrations, 

Demonstrations  at  Most  Exhibits 
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telephone  994-3070  Chamber  of  Commerce 

BDX     797  p  7n7 

LINCOLN    CITY,    OREGON      97367 

.  ,     1P    1Q.p  .tocoto City,  Ore.  97367 

July  IB,  1968 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

1301  S.  Harrison  St 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Dear  Sir: 

The  enclosed  official  program  of  Lincoln  City's  statue 
dedication  should  prove  helpful  in  answering  the  Questions 
you  posed  relative  to  the  statue. 

I  believe  there  are  only  three  such  statues  in  existance. 
One  was  sent  to  Austria  at  the  request  of  that  government. 
I  believe  another  is  located  in  Springfield,  111  and  the 
third  here  in  Lincoln  City. 

I  do  not  have  an  3  x  10  glossey  print  of  this  statue,  but 
here  is  the  name  of  a  local  photographer  who  might  be  able 
to  accommodate  you J 

Mr.  Lincoln  Anderson 

2?39  S.  Coast  Ave 

Lincoln  City,  Ore. 

I  trust  this  will  prove  helpful  to  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 


C.  E.  KOLS, 
Manager, 


Come  visit  me  in  the 
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Civil  war  historian  shares  history  of  local  Lincoln 
statue 

Published:  February  21,  2007 

By  Mac  Wyckoff 

Special  to  The  News  Guard 

Growing  up  in  Oregon  I  had  little  exposure  to  the  Civil  War.  Yet 
there  are  reminders  of  the  Civil  War  here. 

Oregon  became  a  state  in  1859,  the  last  state  admitted  to  the 
Union  before  the  war. 

Future  Union  generals  Phil  Sheridan,  David  Russell,  Joe  Hooker 
and  Isaac  Stevens  all  spent  time  in  Oregon  before  the  war,  and 
Abraham  Lincoln  was  actually  offered  the  governorship  of  the 
Oregon  Territory  in  1849.  He  turned  it  down,  because  his  wife 
refused  to  take  their  children  to  such  a  wild  and  primitive  area. 

Edward  Baker,  Lincoln's  close  friend,  represented  Oregon  in  the 
United  States  Senate  until  a  Confederate  bullet  killed  him  at 
Ball's  Bluff. 

Joseph  Lane  became  territorial  governor  of  Oregon  and  in  1859 
represented  the  state  in  the  U.S.  Senate.  Lane  was  the  vice- 
presidential  candidate  of  the  southern  wing  of  the  Democratic 
Party  in  the  1860  election. 

As  the  state  population  began  to  grow  after  the  Civil  War,  town 
and  county  names  began  to  reflect  immigration  patterns  from 
both  the  northeast  and  southeast  as  well  as  Northern  and 
Southern  heroes. 

Cities  and  towns  named  after  New  England  cities  —  Portland, 
Salem  and  Newport  —  are  balanced  by  those  named  after 
southern  communities,  such  as  Nashville,  Sumter  (named  by 
some  South  Carolina  immigrants  after  the  fort)  and  McMinnville, 
where  I  went  to  college  and  which  is  named  after  a  town  in 
Tennessee. 

Counties  named  in  honor  of  Lincoln,  Grant,  Sherman,  Crook  and 
Baker  are  balanced  by  those  counties  named  after  Southern 
heroes  Polk,  Lane  and  Douglas. 
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Fort  Stevens,  where  I  worked  as  the  first  historian,  was  shelled 
by  the  Japanese  in  World  War  II.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Union 
Gen.  Isaac  Stevens  killed  at  Chantilly. 

Several  of  the  Japanese  shells  landed  near  Battery  Russell,  which 
is  named  for  the  Union  Gen.  David  Russell  killed  at  Third 
Winchester. 

The  big  annual  celebration  in  one  Oregon  community  is  called  Phil 
Sheridan  Days. 

But  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  there  is  only  one  statue  in  the 
state  to  a  Civil  War  figure. 

A  block  off  U.S.  Highway  101  and  within  sight  of  the  mighty 
Pacific  Ocean  stands  a  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Lincoln  City, 
Lincoln  County. 

Erected  on  Oct.  9,  1965,  the  statue  of  Lincoln  astride  a  horse  was 
created  by  artist  Anna  Hyatt  Huntington. 

As  a  child,  Huntington  became  fond  of  horses,  even  training  them 
for  a  time.  Her  father  encouraged  her  interest  in  modeling  horses 
and  built  a  studio  in  their  home.  As  an  adult,  she  studied  under 
Gutzon  Borglum,  who  sculpted  the  faces  on  Mt.  Rushmore. 

Her  first  show  in  New  York  displayed  more  than  40  animals, 
mostly  horses.  She  became  one  of  America's  foremost  animal 
sculptors,  known  for  her  wild  and  domestic  animal  sculpture  as 
well  as  heroic  monuments.  This  is  reflected  in  her  equestrian 
statue  of  Lincoln  on  the  Oregon  coast. 

The  sculpture  depicts  Lincoln  on  horseback  reading  a  book  as  he 
often  did  while  studying  law. 

A  duplicate  cast  of  the  14-foot  statue  stands  in  New  Salem  State 
Park,  where  Lincoln  lived  as  a  young  adult  in  Illinois  and  in 
Salzburg,  Austria. 

At  the  time  of  the  dedication,  Huntington  wrote: 

To  the  people  of  Lincoln  County  ...  as  sharers  in  the  noble  history 
of  the  Old  Oregon  Territory,  of  which,  in  1849,  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  asked  to  be  governor.  The  statue  of  Lincoln  on  horseback, 
reading,  which  I  have  this  day  given  ...  is  herewith  commended 
to  your  special  interest  and  concern.  I  hope  that  for  you  and  your 
children,  and  for  all  who  come  after  you  in  your  beautiful  state,  it 
may  stand  as  a  reminder  of  your  own  heritage  and  an  inspiration 
not  only  to  seek  education  in  youth,  but  in  the  spirit  of  Lincoln,  to 
find,  in  frustration  and  disappointment  at  any  age,  new 
opportunity  through  further  education. 

Hers  is  a  challenge  worthy  of  the  graceful  statue  she  left  behind 
in  Lincoln  City. 

Mac  Wyckoff  is  a  civil  war  historian  who  lives  in  Fredericksburg, 
Va.  He  is  the  son  of  Ralph  and  Faith  Wyckoff  of  Depoe  Bay.  Mrs. 
Wyckoff  says  her  son  was  so  moved  by  the  statue  of  Lincoln  on  a 


^^y% 


ty'rig*®* 


Want 
more 

Subscribe  today  o 
The  News  Gua 


Tsuncm 

informatioi 


ind,  View.  & 

m  |  m.  mm  \  timm 


— *  J 


http://www.thenewsguard.com/news/story.cfm7story  no=5924 


2/22/2007 


Lincoln  City,  Oregon  -  The  News  Guard  Visitor  and  Relocation  Information 


recent  visit  to  Lincoln  City  that  he  wrote  this  article  upon  his 
return  home. 
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delivered  "Lincoln  at  Cooper  Union"  and  David  Long  presented  "The  Election  of  I860;"  on 
Tuesday,  December  28,  FJW  presented  "Lincoln  and  the  Soldiers'  Vote  in  1864"  and  Joseph 
Glatthaar  presented  "Civil  War  Commanders  and  the  Election  of  1864;"  and  on  December  29, 
Richard  Norton  Smith  delivered  "A  Personal  Look  at  Lincoln:  The  Abraham  Lincoln 
Presidential  Library  and  Museum,"  Daniel  Mark  Epstein  delivered  "Abraham  Lincoln  and  Walt 
Whitman,"  and  John  Y.  Simon  presented  "The  Unpopular  Mrs.  Lincoln." 

The  New  York  State  Archives  has  announced  the  issuance  of  Ulysses  S.  Grant:  Seen 
and  Heard  in  DVD.  Available  from  the  Archives  Partnership  Trust  with  gifts  of  $100  or 
more,  the  trust  will  send  this  Limited  Edition  DVD  starring  Academy  Award-winning  actor 
Richard  Dreyfuss  as  Ulysses  S.  Grant  together  with  Civil  War  authority  Harold  Holzer. 

Actor  Liam  Neeson  has  reportedly  been  cast  as  Abraham  Lincoln  in  Steven  Spielberg's 
movie  based  on  Doris  Kearns  Goodwin's  forthcoming  book  Master  Among  Men:  The  Political 
Genius  of  Abraham  Lincoln  (Simon  &  Schuster). 

Lincoln  sculptor  John  McLarey  and  his  work  The  Last  Stop,  depicting  Lincoln  and  a  pig 
was  described  by  Karen  Brandon  in  "Lincoln  v.  Courthouse  Pigs:  A  Town's  Proud  Moment" 
for  the  January  16  Chicago  Tribune  Magazine.  Monte  Siegrist,  a  seventy-one-year  old 
businessman  decided  to  commemorate  an  incident  in  Taylorville  at  which  Lincoln  struggled  to 
be  heard  in  the  Christian  County  Courthouse  above  the  racket  of  squealing  pigs  by  spending 
$250,000  for  a  statue  featuring  Lincoln  with  a  pig. 

Bill  Rodriguez  reviewed  the  Pulitzer  Prize-winning  play,  Top  Dog/Under  Dog  for  The 
(Westerly)  Sun  on  January  21 .  The  production  was  staged  at  Providence's  Trinity  Repertory 
Company  and  starred  Kes  Khemnu  and  Joe  Wilson,  Jr.  alternating  in  the  roles  of  "Abraham 
Lincoln"  and  "John  Wilkes  Booth."  As  African  American  brothers,  the  characters  were  named 
by  a  runaway  father  with  a  bitter  sense  of  humor.  The  two-person  play  takes  place  in  a  run-down 
room  in  New  York  City,  where  their  hand-to-mouth  existence  is  only  tolerable  because  one  of 
them  has  a  job  -  dressing  up  to  play  his  presidential  namesake  in  an  arcade  where  people  pay  to 
shoot  him. 

In  February  2005,  PBS  presented  Slavery  and  the  Making  of  America,  a  four-part  series 
that  looked  at  the  institution  of  American  slavery.  James  Oliver  Horton  is  the  featured  scholar 
and  actor,  Morgan  Freeman,  narrated  the  four-hour  series.  Website  www.pbs.org/slavery.  A 
companion  book  by  James  O.  Horton  and  Lois  E.  Horton  was  published  by  Oxford 
University  Press. 

Exhibits 

The  Smithsonian's  National  Museum  of  American  History  has  renovated  its  Military 
History  Hall  and  installed  a  new  permanent  exhibit,  The  Price  of  Freedom:  Americans  at  War. 
It  features  more  than  850  artifacts,  graphic  images,  and  interactive  stations  in  18,000  square  feet 
of  space.  Artifacts  include  a  Huey  helicopter  from  the  Vietnam  War,  chairs  from  the  surrender 
ceremony  at  Appomattox  Courthouse,  and  William  T.  Sherman's  campaign  hat. 


About  the  Sculptor 

Lincoln  Sculpture  Raffle 

"The  Lincoln  Family,  1858" 

by  Decatur  Sculptor  John  McClarey. 

The  Sculpture  was  donated  by  the  artist  and  is  on 
display  in  the  entrance  during  the  Lincoln  Day 
Luncheon.  It  is  a  replica  of  the  sculpture  that  will 
be  presented  to  U.S.  Congressman  Ray  LaHood  at 
the  Luncheon.  Tickets  are  $1  each  or  6  for  $5. 


About  the  Artist  .  .  . 

John  McClarey  is  noted  for  his  sculptures  of  historical  figures.  His  most  prized  works  were 
commissioned  in  1982-84  for  the  Bicentennial  of  American  Methodism.  His  works  are  on  public 
display  at  the  Chicago  Temple,  Quinn  Chapel,  the  Illinois  Market  Place  in  Chicago,  the  Cokesbury 
Publishing  House  in  Nashville,  the  World  Heritage  Museum  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina,  Drew 
University,  Asbury  College  in  Kentucky,  The  Peter  Cartwright  Shrine  at  Pleasant  Plains,  the  Weldon 
State  Bank,  and  the  Henry  Horner  Collection  at  the  Did  State  Capitol.  His  works  are  found  in  many 
private  collections  and  shops  throughout  the  country,  including  the  Illinois  Artisans'  Shops,  the  Sumac 
Gift  Shop  at  the  Dana-Thomas  House  in  Springfield,  and  the  Carl  Sandburg  Home  in  Galesburg. 
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Unveifing  and Dedication  Ceremony 

Saturday,  OctoBer  4,  2003 

6:00j)m 

LincoCn's  New  SaCem  State  Historic  Site 


A.  Lincofn 

1809  - 1865 

Abraham  Lincofn  arrived  at  New  Safem  in  1831  at 
the  age  of  22  and  fived there  untifl837.  Whife  there, 
John  Cafhoun,  the  County  Surveyor from  the  then 
farge  Sangamon  County  asked  young  Lincofn  if  he 
woufd  become  a  deputy  surveyor.    Lincofn  said,  "I 
know  nothing  of  surveying. "  ...  "But, "  said  Cafhoun, 
"they  teffme  you  can  fearn  anything. "  Lincofn,  a 
member  of  the  Whig  Party  knowing  Cafhoun  was  a 
Democrat  and  is  quoted  to  have  said,  "If  I  can  be 
yerfectfyjree  in  my  yofiticaf  action  I  wifftake  the 
office,  but  if  my  sentiments  or  even  expression  of  them 
is  to  be  abridged  in  any  way  I  woufdnot  have  it  or 
any  other  office. "  He  got  the  job. 

Lincofn  preformed some  30  surveys,  incfuding  severaf 
roads,  andfaidout  the  towns  of  Afbany,  Bath, 
Huron,  Petersburg,  andNew  Boston. 

After  moving  to  Syringfiefd  and  becoming  an 
attorney,  Lincofn  argued  cases  concerning  fand  and 
thejjractice  of  fand  surveying  before  the  court.  Many 
of  the  court  decisions  that  were  decided  in  Lincofn' s 
Javor  are  stiff  used  today  as  case  faw. 

Robert  E.  Church 


PROGRAM 

Robert  E.  Church,  Executive  Director 

iffinois  Professional  Land  Surveyors  Association  & 

Chairman  of  the  Lincoln  Surveyor  Statue  Project  -  Presiding 

Prefucfe  Music PORTA  High  School  Band 

Kris  Cox,  Director 
BillBauser,  Assistant  Director 

Wefcome  and  Introductions Rohert  E.  Church 

National  Anthem PORTA  High  School  Band 

Invocation Rev.  Rohert  Ervin  (Retired) 

United  Methodist  Church 

"The  Journey" Rohert  E.  Church 

"The  Background" David  Hedrick 

Site  Manger,  Lincoln's  New  Salem  State  Historic  Site 

"The  Creation" John  McClarey,  Sculptor 

Music PORTA  High  School  Band 

"Our  75th  Year" Jim  Granger,  Past  President 

American  Congress  on  Surveying  and  Mapping 
Nationaf  Society  of  Professional  Surveyors 

"Those  Who  Made  It  Possible" Rohert  E.  Church 

"The  Dedication  and  Presentation  " Rohert  E.  Church 

"The  Unveiling" Director  Crossland,  Mr.  Hedrick 

Mr.  McClarey  &  Mr.  Church 

"The  Acceptance "    Maynard  Crossland,  Director 

Ilfinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency 

Closing 

You  are  invited  to  stayjor  the  candlelight  tour  of  the  village  from 
7pm  to  9pm. 


Fforaf  arrangements jrrovided  By: 

Books  Garden  Center 

Petersburg,  Ufinois 


iffinois  Prof essionaf  Land  Surveyors  Association 
203  South  Wafnut  Street 
Rochester,  itfinois  62563 
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Two  Lincoln  sculptures  in  the  works 

Presidential  library,  New  Salem  planned  locations  for  artwork 

By  DOUG  POKORSKI 
STAFF  WRITER 

As  if  the  image  of  Abraham  Lincoln  didn't  already  appear  pretty  much  everywhere  in  central  Illinois,  the 
Springfield  area  is  set  to  get  two  new  major  Lincoln  sculptures  within  the  next  couple  of  years. 

Fund  raising  is  well  under  way  for  a  life-size  statue  of  Lincoln  as  a  surveyor,  to  be  placed  at  Lincoln's  New_ 
Salem  State  Historic  Site.  And  a  wall-mounted,  bas-relief  piece  featuring  Lincoln  and  one  of  his  sons  has  been 
commissioned  for  an  outside  wall  at  the  library  part  of  the  new  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and 
Museum. 

Plans  call  for  the  Lincoln  surveyor  statue  to  be  unveiled  at  New  Salem  in  the  early  fall  of  2003,  according  to 
Bob  Church,  executive  director  of  the  Illinois  Professional  Land  Surveyors  Association,  which  is  sponsoring  the 
project. 

"This  is  something  I've  always  wanted  to  do,"  Church  said  of  the  project.  "The  fall  of  2003  coincides  with  the 
75th  anniversary  of  the  (IPLSA)  charter." 

Lincoln  worked  as  a  surveyor  during  the  years  he  lived  in  New  Salem,  before  he  decided  to  take  up  the  practice 
of  law,  and  at  one  time  was  the  deputy  surveyor  for  Sangamon  County.  It's  a  period  of  his  life  that  often  is 
overlooked,  and  Church  said  the  statue  is  a  way  to  draw  greater  attention  to  it. 

The  statue  will  depict  a  25-year-old,  6-foot  4-inch  Lincoln  dressed  in  work  clothes  and  conducting  a  land 
survey.  The  statue  is  based  on  a  pen-and-ink  drawing  by  the  late  Lloyd  Ostendorf,  a  noted  Lincoln  artist. 

Ostendorf  s  drawing  has  been  adapted  into  the  design  for  a  statue  by  Decatur  sculptor  John  McClarey,  who  has 
done  numerous  Lincoln  statues. 

"I've  done  so  many,  I  can  do  them  in  my  sleep,"  McClarey  once  said  of  his  Lincoln  IMAGES. 

Church  and  the  IPLSA  plan  to  raise  $130,000  to  have  the  life-size  version  cast.  That  price  includes  the  cost  of  a 
second,  identical  sculpture,  which  will  be  donated  to  the  Michigan  Museum  of  Surveying  in  Lansing,  Church 
said. 

Fund-raising  began  in  late  February,  he  said,  and  several  pledges  already  have  been  made.  Church  said  he  hopes 
to  have  financial  support  from  surveyors  and  surveyors'  organizations  from  all  50  states  before  the  project  is 
completed. 

Individuals  or  organizations  that  donate  $3,000  or  more  will  receive  a  12-inch  bronze  facsimile  of  the  Lincoln 
Surveyor  statue,  a  signed  and  numbered  copy  of  the  Ostendorf  drawing  and  a  copy  of  the  newly  reissued  book 
"A.  Lincoln  with  Compass  and  Chain,"  by  Adin  Baber.  They  also  will  have  their  names  inscribed  on  the  base  of 
the  statue. 
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The  finished  statue  will  be  placed  outside  the  New  Salem  visitors'  center  on  the  east  side  of  the  entrance.  The 
Illinois  Historic  Preservation  Agency,  which  operates  New  Salem,  will  maintain  the  statue  once  it  is  in  place, 
according  to  agency  spokesman  Dave  Blanchette. 

Donations  to  the  project  can  be  sent  to  the  Illinois  Professional  Land  Surveyors  Association,  203  S.  Walnut  St., 
Rochester,  IL  62563. 

The  second  new  Lincoln  sculpture  on  the  drawing  board  is  a  71/2-foot-high,  bas-relief  image  that  will  be 
mounted  on  the  exterior  of  the  new  Lincoln  Presidential  Library. 

Oak  Brook  sculptor  Rebecca  Childers  Caleel  has  been  commissioned  by  the  state  Capital  Development  Board, 
which  is  overseeing  work  on  the  library /museum  project,  to  do  the  piece. 

Caleel  said  the  work  will  feature  a  larger-than-life  image  of  Lincoln.  Because  a  final  design  for  the  piece  has  not 
been  accepted,  details  of  the  work  still  are  vague,  but  Caleel  said  she  hopes  it  will  picture  Lincoln  and  one  of  his 
three  sons. 

Caleel  is  a  widely  known  sculptor  whose  works  encompass  a  wide  range  of  subjects.  She  recently  designed  an 
1 1 -foot-tall  statue  of  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debate  that  was  held  in  Ottawa  in  1858  on  commission  from  the  city 
of  Ottawa.  That  project  is  being  cast. 

Caleel  declined  to  say  how  much  she  will  be  paid  for  the  piece  in  Springfield,  and  a  final  contract  has  not  yet 
been  signed. 

She  said  no  timetable  has  been  set  for  the  project,  either,  but  she  expects  it  to  be  completed  within  a  year  or  two. 

CDB  spokeswoman  Mia  Jazo  Harris  said  the  sculpture  for  the  $115  million  library  will  be  paid  for  out  of  a 
routine  funding  mechanism  for  state  construction  projects.  Under  state  law,  one-half  percent  of  the  budget  for 
each  public  building  project  is  set  aside  to  purchase  artwork  for  the  building. 

Doug  Pokorski  can  be  reached  at  788-1539  or  doug.pokorski@sj-r.com. 

Order  this  issue  online  |  Subscribe  to  the  SJ-R  |  Advertise  Online 

©  Copyright  2002.  The  State  Journal-Register 
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Lincoln  reaches  for  Liberty 

By  DANIEL  PIKE 
STAFF  WRITER 

TAYLORVILLE  -  The  pig's  name  is  Liberty. 

That  symbolic  moniker  was  probably  the  most  serious  thing  about 
Saturday's  dedication  ceremony  at  the  Christian  County  Courthouse  for  the 
new  Abraham  Lincoln-with-pig  statue,  which  commemorates  one  of  the 
lighter  Lincoln  legends. 

"This  statue  is  not  only  about  Lincoln,  but  it's  about  us  as  well,"  said 
Decatur  artist  John  McClarey,  who  created  the  bronze  sculpture.  "We  all 
need  to  spread  a  little  humor  and  goodwill  to  those  we  meet  in  life." 

The  piece  shows  a  young  Lincoln,  coat  slung  over  his  left  shoulder, 
reaching  for  Liberty,  who  is  hovering  around  Lincoln's  right  foot. 

The  statue,  named  "The  Last  Stop,"  is  based  on  a  tale  from  Lincoln's  early 
days  as  a  lawyer,  when  he  was  a  circuit  rider  on  the  8th  Judicial  Circuit. 
During  a  stop  in  Taylorville,  Lincoln  asked  a  judge  for  a  "writ  of  quietus"  to 
silence  noisy  pigs  under  the  building. 

Liberty  -  so  named  by  a  second-grade  class  at  North  Elementary  School  -  is 
clutching  the  "writ"  in  his  mouth  now.  After  the  statue  was  unveiled 
Saturday,  young  visitors  seemed  indifferent  about  Lincoln's  likeness  but 
delighted  in  rubbing  Liberty's  snout. 

Anita  Grundy's  students  won  the  pig-naming  contest  sponsored  by  the 
Taylorville  Women's  Club.  The  class  won  $100  and  a  Lincoln  lithograph. 

The  $250,000  statue  was  financed  by  Taylorville  businessman  Monte 
Siegrist. 

The  hour-long  dedication  attracted  several  hundred  spectators,  who 
crowded  the  courthouse  lawn  to  hear  speakers  ranging  from  a  Lincoln 
impersonator  to  U.S.  Sen.  Dick  Durbin. 

Durbin  said  his  family  has  some  roots  in  the  Christian  County  area.  While 
he's  not  sure  they  ever  interacted  with  Lincoln,  "it's  quite  possible  we  had 
something  to  do  with  those  pigs." 

"(Lincoln)  not  only  showed  a  sense  of  humor,"  Durbin  said  about  the 
legend.  "He  showed  that  while  he  took  his  job  seriously,  he  didn't  take 
himself  seriously." 

The  statue  doesn't  show  a  smiling  Lincoln  -  McClarey  said  Lincoln  appears 
"amused"  -  but  it  is  a  rare  depiction  of  Lincoln  as  something  other  than 
somber. 
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"It  allows  us  to  see  the  man  Lincoln  as  just  that  -  a  man,"  said  Kim  Bauer, 
curator  at  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  in  Springfield.  "By 
placing  him  back  among  the  people,  it  reminds  us  that  anyone  is  able  to 
achieve  the  American  dream." 

The  statue  is  part  of  the  statewide  "Looking  for  Lincoln"  program. 
Taylorville  officials  think  the  statue  will  draw  sightseers  to  the  small  city. 

"We  fully  expect  the  world  to  be  coming  to  our  doorstep  very  soon,"  said 
tourism  director  Carol  Alexander. 

Daniel  Pike  can  be  reached  at  788-1532  or  daniel.pike@sj-r.com. 

Print  Story    |   Close  Window 
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Corzine's  success  had  humble  beginning 

Sunday,  September  18,  2005 

By  JOSH  GOHLKE 
TRENTON  BUREAU 

TAYLORVILLE,  III.  -  Last  spring,  an  odd  bipartisan  pair  of  politicians  earned  a  permanent  place  alongside  this 
town's  graceful  turn-of-the-century  courthouse. 

The  Republican  is  a  young  Abraham  Lincoln,  cast  in  bronze  and  accompanied  by  a  pig  -  a  reference  to  a 
favorite  local  legend  about  Lincoln  requesting  that  a  "writ  of  quietus"  be  imposed  on  the  hogs  squealing 
underneath  Taylorville's  old  wood-frame  courthouse.  Lincoln  traveled  a  circuit  of  courts  as  a  country  lawyer, 
and  Taylorville  was  the  last  stop  before  the  30-mile  journey  home  to  the  state  capital,  Springfield. 

The  Democrat  is  Jon  Corzine.  The  senator  and  would-be  governor  of  New  Jersey  donated  a  small  part  of  his 
Wall  Street  fortune  to  pay  for  the  granite  base  supporting  Lincoln  and  swine,  earning  a  mention  on  the  back 
of  the  piece.  This  town  of  about  1 1 ,000  was  one  of  Corzine's  first  stops  -  the  place  where  he  got  his  public 
school  education,  worked  harder  than  most  people  and  eventually,  in  the  words  of  local  Corzine  friend  Jack 
Mazzotti,  "just  leaped  off  the  map." 

Corzine  watchers  have  often  wondered  why  he  would  leave  the  relatively  dignified  precincts  of  high  finance 
and  then  the  U.S.  Senate  to  get  muddy  in  New  Jersey's  political  pigsty.  The  town  square's  old  courthouse 
and  its  new  statue  begin  to  offer  an  answer. 

Corzine's  earliest  role  models  made  politics  look  like  a  noble  calling.  Illinois  during  his  youth,  he  said,  was 
"just  loaded  with  great  politicians,"  many  of  whom  came  through  town,  stopped  at  the  courthouse  and 
sparked  his  interest  in  public  affairs. 

And  then  there  was  Lincoln,  who  lived  around  Springfield  for  much  of  his  life. 

"If  you  grew  up  in  central  Illinois  -  this  is  going  to  sound  cornball,  but  it's  not  -  Abraham  Lincoln  was  intensely 
overhanging  everything  that  goes  on,"  Corzine  said  in  a  recent  interview.  "I  think  I  probably  went  to  his  home 
in  Springfield  on  a  field  trip  every  year  from  the  time  I  was  in  first  grade,  through  eighth  grade.  It's  just  -  it's 
everywhere.  ...  People  were  still  proud." 

Taylorville  is  the  sort  of  town  where  one  faces  an  early  choice  between  staying  or  leaving,  and  Corzine  is  a 
dramatic  example  of  the  latter.  His  links  to  the  place  have  only  dwindled  further  in  recent  years  with  the 
deaths  of  a  close  friend  and  his  last  local  relative,  as  well  as  his  2003  divorce  from  his  wife,  Joanne,  whom  he 
dated  at  Taylorville  High  School. 

But  even  after  his  extraordinary  rise  to  the  top  of  Goldman  Sachs  and  a  prominent  place  in  national  politics, 
those  who  know  Corzine  say  there  is  a  lot  of  Taylorville  left  in  him.  He  has  the  understated  manner  that 
stands  out  in  New  Jersey  but  is  the  standard  in  central  Illinois;  the  capacity  for  hard  labor  one  might  expect 
after  a  youth  of  farm  work  and  construction  jobs;  and  the  competitive  spirit  drilled  into  the  Taylorville  High 
School  basketball  teams. 

Democratic  tradition 

Also  like  Taylorville,  Corzine  is  the  liberal  yield  of  conservative  soil.  Although  the  area's  farmers  -  including 
the  Corzines  -  have  always  been  Republicans,  Christian  County,  of  which  Taylorville  is  the  seat,  is  a  political 
anomaly.  The  county's  Democratic  tradition  is  largely  attributed  to  its  history  of  coal  mining,  which  offered  by 
far  the  best  paying  jobs  -  union  jobs  —  that  most  people  could  get. 

But  the  Corzines  were  from  out  of  town.  Corzine's  late  father,  Roy  Allen  Corzine  Jr.,  farmed  120  acres  of  corn 
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and  soybeans  four  miles  northeast  of  Taylorville  in  a  place  called  Willeys  Station  -  now  just  Willeys,  as  the 
Wabash  line  no  longer  stops  there.  Willeys  is  such  a  speck  on  the  map  that  people  in  Taylorville  can  be 
counted  on  to  chuckle  about  it  and  warn  prospective  visitors,  "Don't  blink." 

This  time  of  year,  with  the  harvest  just  beginning,  Willeys  and  other  nearby  villages  are  tiny  islands  in  a  sea  of 
high,  brown  corn.  The  place  consists  of  10  houses,  a  derelict  grain  elevator,  a  car  repair  shop  and  a  former 
farm  supply  business  occupied  by  a  sad-looking  strip  joint  called  the  Sundown  Club  ("members  only").  Down 
a  side  road  under  a  grove  of  trees  is  the  Corzines'  old  stucco  house,  separated  from  the  rest  by  the  rail  line. 

"When  I  was  a  little  kid,  that  was  really  my  world  out  there,"  Corzine  said  of  Willeys.  "I  mean,  I'd  take  a  bus 
into  Taylorville." 

Roy  Corzine's  holdings  were  a  small  remnant  of  much  greater  wealth  that  had  belonged  to  the  Corzines  in 
the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries,  when  the  family  was  "a  big  deal,"  as  Corzine  put  it.  Histories  of  the 
county  from  that  period  describe  Corzine's  great-grandfather,  Allen,  as  "one  of  the  extensive  landowners  and 
wealthy  agriculturalists  of  Christian  County."  Allen's  grandfather,  John  Corzine,  is  described  as  a  Dutch 
immigrant  who  "at  one  time  owned  60  acres  of  land  where  Wall  Street  in  New  York  City  is  located." 

Allen  Corzine  also  served  on  the  school  board  and  the  township  board,  the  histories  report,  adding,  "Mr. 
Corzine  inclines  strongly  toward  the  principles  of  the  Republican  Party,  although  as  an  intelligent,  well 
informed  man,  he  can  think  for  himself  and  is  somewhat  independent  politically."  Allen's  son  Roy  Allen  Sr., 
Jon's  grandfather,  served  in  the  state  Legislature,  was  president  of  a  bank  and  claimed  land  holdings  in  the 
thousands  of  acres.  But  he  lost  it  all  in  the  Depression. 

"My  dad  went  from  the  rich  kid  in  town  to  the  poorest,"  Corzine  said. 

Corzine's  father  lived  that  lesson.  Although  his  younger  son  would  make  his  name  as  a  high-stakes  bond 
trader,  Roy  Corzine  never  had  a  credit  card,  the  senator  said.  He  sold  insurance  to  supplement  his  income, 
while  Corzine's  mother,  Nancy,  taught  elementary  school  in  Taylorville. 

"He  did  not  borrow  for  machinery,"  David  Breeze,  a  retired  bank  officer  in  Taylorville,  recalled  of  Roy  Corzine. 
"He  was  too  conservative,  really." 

It  was  clear  early  on  that  Corzine  would  not  go  into  his  father's  business. 

"Nobody  ever  thought  I  would  ever,  ever  succeed  as  a  farmer,"  Corzine  said.  "I'm  clumsy  with  my  hands.  ... 
And  I  have  no  attention  span  for  the  kinds  of  things  I  would  have  to  do  as  a  farmer.  My  dad  had  me  do  the 
heavy  lifting,  but  none  of  the  precise  work." 

Corzine  said  he  was  judged  "good  enough  with  the  books"  to  turn  his  attention  elsewhere,  though  not  before 
the  farm  chores  were  done.  Like  other  farmers'  kids,  he  was  put  to  work,  first  cutting  weeds  out  of  his  dad's 
beans,  and  then  the  neighbors' 

"Whatever  people  think  my  work  ethic  is,  I  think,  comes  from  that,"  he  said  of  his  upbringing. 

In  high  school  and  college,  Corzine  signed  up  with  the  Hod  Carriers  union  local  for  summer  construction  jobs. 
On  one  of  them,  Corzine  and  a  schoolmate,  David  Hixenbaugh,  were  the  youngest  men  on  a  crew  that  laid 
rail  between  the  coal  mine  and  a  new  power  plant.  Asked  what  exactly  they  did  on  the  railroad,  Hixenbaugh 
said  flatly,  "We  built  it." 

"All  I  know  is  that  it  was  the  hardest  work  I've  ever  done,"  added  Hixenbaugh,  now  the  assistant 
superintendent  of  Taylorville  schools. 

In  school,  Corzine  was  not  the  valedictorian  sort,  but  his  teachers  and  friends  invariably  remember  him  as 
studious  and  not  prone  to  troublemaking.  Not  that  trouble  was  very  easy  to  find  in  the  Taylorville  of  Corzine's 
youth,  which  Hixenbaugh  compared,  without  thinking  twice,  to  "Happy  Days." 

Jack  Brown,  who  taught  Corzine's  seventh-grade  science  class,  believes  he  is  the  only  teacher  who  ever 
gave  Corzine  a  whupping.  After  Corzine  and  another  boy  disrupted  his  class  in  front  of  a  visiting  parent, 
Brown  said  he  gave  them  each  the  choice  of  a  paddling  or  a  report  to  their  parents.  Unlike  his  friend,  Corzine 
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did  not  hesitate  to  take  the  physical  punishment  rather  than  disappoint  his  schoolteaching  mother. 

"I  gave  him  a  swat  with  the  paddle,  just  enough  to  sting,"  said  Brown,  who  recalled  Corzine  as  a  generally 
exemplary  student.  "Jon  immediately  took  responsibility  for  his  actions  and  paid  the  price  so  it  wouldn't  go 
any  further.  ...  If  I'd  known  he  would  become  a  U.S.  senator,  would  I  have  swatted  him?  Yeah,  I  would  have." 

No  time  for  trouble 

If  Corzine  never  saw  trouble  in  Taylorville  again,  it  was  probably  because  he  didn't  have  time.  His  name 
appears  so  many  times  in  the  1965  high  school  yearbook  that  it  manages  to  be  misspelled  a  couple  of 
different  ways.  Corzine  started  on  the  basketball  team  and  quarterbacked  the  football  team.  He  was  president 
of  the  band  and  the  National  Honor  Society.  He  was  in  track,  chorus,  junior  Rotary,  student  government  and 
school  plays. 

Basketball  was  Corzine's  focus,  though,  partly  because  it  was  the  town's.  Hixenbaugh  recalled  the  lines 
forming  at  5:30  for  8  p.m.  games. 

"It  was  a  big  allure,  because  that  was  the  big  deal  in  that  community,"  Corzine  said. 

For  some  heavy-handed  inspiration,  Corzine  and  his  teammates  had  the  Tornadoes  of  1944,  who  went  45-0 
on  their  way  to  winning  the  state  championship  -  and  whose  consecrated  portraits,  jerseys  and  trophy 
decorate  the  gym  to  this  day. 

In  Corzine's  day,  the  1944  team  members  would  visit  to  remind  the  players  that  the  unmatched  feat  was 
within  their  grasp  if  only  they  applied  themselves.  Corzine  took  such  possibilities  seriously.  His  teammates  in 
every  sport  remember  him  as  a  good  but  not  great  athlete  who  out-hustled  everybody.  As  his  basketball 
coach,  Jack  Murphy,  put  it,  "He  just  would  not  accept  getting  beat." 

Corzine  went  on  to  impress  his  friends  all  over  again  by  walking  onto  the  University  of  Illinois  basketball  team. 

"That  just  blew  me  away,"  said  Bill  Summer,  a  high  school  and  college  classmate  now  living  in  San  Diego. 
"There  was  something  those  coaches  saw  in  him  that  they  really  liked." 

Corzine's  rise  in  business  and  politics  has  inspired  reappraisals  even  among  those  who  were  well-acquainted 
with  his  extraordinary  drive  early  on,  perhaps  because  it  was  always  dressed  in  plain  clothing.  Corzine  often 
uses  the  phrase  "big  deal"  but,  like  most  people  in  Christian  County,  he  rarely  seems  to  be  making  a  big  deal 
of  anything. 

"I  was  surprised  he  made  CEO  [of  Goldman],  but  if  I  stop  and  think  ...  if  he  set  his  mind  on  something,  he 
would  do  it,"  said  Bob  Woodward,  a  Taylorville  classmate  and  friend  who  lost  touch  with  Corzine  after  high 
school.  "He  must  have  been  a  lot  more  intelligent  than  I  thought  he  was  in  high  school." 

Not  many  changes 

While  Corzine  has  ploughed  through  life  as  if  he  were  still  chasing  an  unreachable  loose  ball  or  perfect 
record,  Taylorville  seems  to  have  changed  very  little  given  that  40  years  have  passed. 

True,  a  Super  Wal-Mart  sprung  up  several  years  ago,  threatening  the  brick-faced  stores  huddled  around  the 
courthouse  on  the  square.  And  the  last  coal  mine  closed  more  than  a  decade  ago. 

But  last  year's  high  school  class  was  the  same  size  as  those  of  the  mid-1960s,  still  under  200.  Bill's  Toasty 
Shop,  a  24-hour  diner  with  one  counter,  two  tables  and  a  limitless  supply  of  outsized  ground  beef  patties,  has 
added  few  modern  touches  since  it  opened  in  1937.  Strangers  in  town  are  still  hard-pressed  to  find  anyone 
reluctant  to  start  a  conversation  or  eager  to  end  one.  Peabody  Energy  is  even  looking  to  resume  coal 
operations  in  the  area,  creating  quite  a  buzz. 

"Some  of  those  miners  were  making  as  much  as  $50,000  or  $60,000  -  big  money,"  said  Taylorville's  mayor, 
Frank  Mathon.  "It  kept  the  economy  going." 
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It's  a  humble  place  from  which  to  contemplate  a  man  of  such  vast  wealth,  even  if  he  did  start  out  there.  Some 
of  the  locals  who  have  followed  the  Corzine  story  profess  consternation  about  the  vast  sums  of  money  he  has 
spent  on  his  campaigns,  or  the  more  unsavory  headlines  that  have  come  out  of  them.  Some  old  friends  say 
they  feel  sad  or  awkward  about  the  breakup  of  his  marriage  to  another  well-regarded  native. 

"You  might  run  into  some  people  who  are  mad  at  me,"  Corzine  said.  He  also  guessed,  correctly,  that  many  in 
Taylorville  might  think  of  him  as  "a  guy  that  left  to  New  Jersey  and  ...  was  doing  well.  I  think  there  was  some 
pride  in  that." 

E-mail:  gohlke@northjersey.com 


Taylorville  vs.  Hoboken 

U.S.  Sen.  Jon  S.  Corzine  lives  in  Hoboken,  a  far  cry  from  the  Central  Illinois  hamlet  where  he  was  raised. 

Taylorville 

■  Population:  11,427 

■  Area  (square  miles):  10 

■  Character:  Rural,  surrounded  by  corn  and  soybean  farms 

■  Racial  makeup:  Predominantly  white,  less  than  2  percent  of  residents  are  black  or  Hispanic 

■  College  graduates  (of  population):  14  percent 

■  Median  household  income:  $41,994 
Hoboken 

■  Population:  38,577 

■  Area  (square  miles):  2 

■  Character:  Urban  hub  for  artists  and  career  professionals  with  waterfront  view  of  Manhattan  skyline 

■  Racial  makeup:  More  diverse,  about  25  percent  of  residents  are  black  or  Hispanic. 

■  College  graduates  (of  population):  60  percent 

■  Median  household  income:  $62,550 
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Three  New  Lincoln  Statues  Planned  for  Illinois 

John  McClarey,  an  internationally  known  Lincoln  sculptor  from  Decatur,  Illinois,  has 
been  commissioned  to  create  three  new  full-size  statues  for  public  places  in  Vandalia, 
Peoria,  and  Charleston.  He  spends  about  2,000  hours,  or  roughly  one  year,  on  each  full-size 
figure. 

McClarey,  who  has  produced  many  busts  of  Lincoln,  recently  sent  his  first  full-size  Lincoln 
statue  to  the  foundry.  The  bronze  figure  depicts  Lincoln  sitting  on  a  log  and  will  appear 
across  from  the  restored  Vandalia  statehouse  where  Lincoln  served  as  a  legislator. 

In  Vandalia,  McClarey  found  a  young  man  of  Lincoln's  size  to  pose  for  this  new  work. 
Because  there  is  no  known  Lincoln  photograph  or  life  mask  from  the  1830s  (the  time 
period  Lincoln  worked  in  Vandalia),  the  sculpture  only  approximates  Lincoln's  actual 
appearance.  The  statue,  entitled  Young  Lincoln  on  a  Log  Bench,  will  be  dedicated  on 
February  10,2001. 


\ 


For  Peoria,  McClarey  is  working  on  an  exceptional  bronze 
statue  (see  model,  left)  called  Lincoln  Draws  the  Line,  to 
commemorate  one  of  Lincoln's  most  powerful  speeches,  given 
on  October  16,  1854.  Lincoln's  finger  points  to  an  imaginary 
line  in  the  ground  to  symbolize  his  opposition  to  the  expansion 
of  slavery.  On  October  14,  2001,  the  statue  will  be  placed  near 
the  actual  location  of  the  speech  on  the  grounds  of  the  Peoria 
courthouse. 

The  Peoria  committee  which  commissioned  this  statue  intends 
that  it  be  "of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  people," 
with  funding  coming  from  private  sources.  You  can  help 
through  a  tax-deductible  gift  of  any  size  or  by  purchasing  a 
Limited-Edition  Lincoln  Maquette.  McClarey  will  create  only 
300  maquettes  in  cold-cast  bronze.  The  10  1/2-inch-high 
maquette  is  an  exact  replica  of  the  life-size  figure.  Each  one  is 
$360  (plus  $12  shipping  in  the  U.S.),  of  which  $200  is  tax- 
deductible. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Peoria  is  acting  as  a  repository 
for  this  project.  To  order,  send  your  payment  to:  The  Lincoln 
Statue  Project,  First  Presbyterian  Church,  1101  Hamilton  Blvd., 
Peoria,  IL  61606-1522.  Their  phone  number  is  309-685-5248. 


In  Charleston,  McClarey  will  depict  the 
Lincoln-Douglas  debate  of  September  1 8, 
1858.  As  this  model  shows,  the  bronze 
figures  of  Lincoln  and  Stephen  A. 
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Douglas  face  each  other  across  a 
metaphorical  divide.  McClarey  says  the 
sculptural  composition  represents  the 
chasm  of  the  "House  Divided,"  with  both 
men  considering  the  country's  split  over 
slavery  and  its  extension. 

The  statues  will  form  a  gateway  to  the 
new  Lincoln-Douglas  Debate  Museum. 
The  dedication  will  be  in  September  2001 
to  coincide  with  the  1 43rd  anniversary  of 
the  Charleston  debate.  You  can  help 
complete  the  museum  and  statues  by 
sending  your  tax-deductible  gift  to: 
Lincoln  Douglas  Debate  Museum,  c/o 
Charleston  Tourism  Office,  P.O.  Box  77, 
Charleston,  IL  61920. 


For  more  information  about  any  of  these  sculptures,  email  John  McClarey  or  call  him  at 

217/422-6335. 
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Decatur  artist  sculpts  Lincoln  in  unique  post 

SPRINGFIELD,  III.  A  new  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln  will  go  up  next  year  in  a  Springfield  park  near  the 
museum  that  bears  his  name. 

The  bronze  sculpture  will  be  named  "A  Greater  Task."  It  will  depict  Lincoln  bracing  himself  against  the  wind. 

The  nine-foot  statue  was  sculpted  by  Decatur  artist  John  McClarey.  He  says  the  statue's  pose  is  designed  to 
emphasize  Lincoln's  openness  and  toughness. 

The  statue  will  be  placed  atop  a  pedestal  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Union  Square  Park,  which  is  across  the 
street  from  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Museum. 

It's  slated  to  be  unveiled  sometime  next  summer,  when  the  newly  renovated  park  is  expected  to  open. 
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Standing  tall 

Larger-than-life  Lincoln  statue  will  be  placed  in  Union 
Square  Park 

By  PETE  SHERMAN 
STAFF  WRITER 

Published  Thursday,  December  29,  2005 

A  bronze,  nine-foot  statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  bracing  himself  against  the 
wind,  will  adorn  the  southeast  corner  of  Union  Square  Park  across  Sixth 
Street  from  the  Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential  Museum. 

Titled  "A  Greater  Task"  and  sculpted  by  Decatur  artist  John  McClarey,  the 
larger-than-life  Lincoln  figure  actually  will  reach  about  131/2  feet  high 
after  adding  in  the  pedestal. 

McClarey,  an  award-winning  artist  and  former  history  teacher,  is  best 
known  for  his  Lincoln  sculptures,  one  of  which  can  be  found  as  far  away  as 
Moscow.  He  also  has  sculpted  such  figures  as  Black  Hawk,  Robert  E.  Lee 
and  Ronald  Reagan. 

He  spent  about  a  year  complet-  ing  his  Union  Square  Park  project,  he  said 
from  his  home. 

"He  stands  at  this  point  in  time,  in  February  1861,  ready  to  leave 
Springfield  to  assume  the  presidency,"  McClarey  said.  "He's  facing  east, 
toward  Washington,  D.C.  I'm  showing  him  posed  as  though  it  were  a  storm 
raging  around  him.  His  hair  ruffled  and  his  right  hand  firmly  gripping  the 
lapel  of  his  coat.  His  left  hand  is  open,  to  show  his  willingness  to  appeal  to 
the  American  people  to  do  what  is  right." 

McClarey,  70,  said  his  sculpture  reflects  Lincoln's  two  most  dominant 
leadership  traits  -  his  openness  and  toughness. 

"(The  statue)  is  symbolic  of  the  awesome  power  he  was  prepared  to  assume 
as  president  and  commander  in  chief.  It's  called  'A  Greater  Task'  because 
Lincoln  considered  the  task  he  was  facing  -  to  save  the  nation  -  greater 
than  Washington's."  McClarey  said. 

The  statue  was  commissioned  by  the  Capital  Development  Board,  the 
state's  construction  agency,  which  reserves  a  small  percentage  of  its 
building  funds  for  on-site  artwork. 

"A  Greater  Task"  will  be  unveiled  sometime  next  summer,  when  the  $2.65 
million  park  is  expected  to  open. 

Pete  Sherman  can  be  contacted  at  788-1539  or  pete.sherman@sj-r.com. 

Print  Story    |    Close  Window 
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A  Greater  Task 

Bronze  Statue  By  John  McClarey,  1935- 
Dedicated  on  August  1  1 ,  2006  - 
Located  In  Union  Square  Park,  Springfield,  Illinois 
GPS  Coordinates:  N  39°  48.180'  89°  38.887' 


Story  and  photo 
by  Carl  Volkmann 

Springfield,  Illinois,  the 
capital  city  of  the  Land 
of  Lincoln,  has  always 
been  considered  a  mecca  for 
tourists,  who  come  from  all  over  the 
world  to  pay  homage  to  America's 
greatest  president.  Abraham  Lincoln 
moved  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield 
in  1837  and  left  for  Washington,  D.C. 
as  president-elect  in  1861.  In  addition 
to  the  Lincoln  Home,  Lincoln  Tomb, 
the  Old  State  Capitol,  the  Lincoln- 
Herndon  Law  Office,  and  the  Lincoln 
Depot,  Springfield  officials  can  now 
boast  that  the  city  has  two  new  world- 
class  institutions:  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and  the 
Abraham  Lincoln  Presidential 
Museum.  The  Presidential  Library 
opened  to  the  public  on  October  14, 
2004,  and  the  Presidential  Museum 
was  dedicated  on  April  19,  2005. 

The  Illinois  Historic  Preservation 
Agency  added  an  appropriate  outdoor 
venue  to  the  Museum/Library  complex 
in  2006:  Union  Square  Park.  Located 
just  across  the  street  from  the  museum, 
the  86,000-square-foot  park  is 
spacious  enough  to  accommodate  a 
variety  of  activities.  The  park  and  a 
heroic-sized  Lincoln  statue  were  dedi- 
cated on  August  1 1,  2006.  Springfield 
Mayor  Tim  Davlin  presided  at  the 
dedication,  and  several  local  and  state 
officials  made  remarks. 

The  statue  was  created  by  Decatur 
sculptor,  John  McClarey,  who  special- 
izes in  the  form  and  thought  of 
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Abraham  Lincoln.  His  recent  works 
include  portrayals  of  Lincoln  at  various 
periods  of  his  life  and  are  located  in 
New  Salem,  Peoria,  Vandalia,  Decatur, 
Charleston,  and  Taylorville. 

One  ol  his  most  noteworthy 
commissions  was  a  sculptured  bust  of 
Lincoln  for  the  Russian  State  Library 
for  Foreign  Literature  in  Moscow.  He 
has  also  created  Lincoln  sculptural 
works  for  the  Presidential  Library  in 
Springfield,  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art  in  New  York 
City,  and  the  Library  of 
Congress  in 

Washington,  D.C.   The 
artist  was  the  2005 
recipient  of  the  Richard 
Nelson  Current  Award  of 
Achievement  at  the  Lincoln 
Forum  held  in  Gettysburg,  the 
first  "visual  historian"  to  receive  the 
award.  McClarey  has  a  R.A.  degree  in 
Sociology  from  Millikin  University  and 
an  M.S.  degree  in  U.S.  History  from 
Illinois  State  University. 

Interviewed  on  August  25,  2003, 
McClarey  stated:  "I  think  that  A 
Greater  Task  relates  to  our  experi- 
ences in  that  all  of  us  make  decisions 
at  times  that  change  the  direction  for 
our  lives  and  the  way  that  we  think 
about  things.  So  it  was  with  Abraham 
Lincoln.  He  is  shown  in  this  sculp- 
tural presentation  ready  to  make  a 
change,  to  start  a  new  journey.  He  is 
prepared  to  leave  Springfield  and 
Illinois  to  accept  the  highest  elected 
office  of  the  American  people.  The 
title  gets  its  inspiration  from  Lincoln's 
farewell  speech  in  Springfield,  where 
he  talked  about  the  greatness  of  his 
task,  one  greater  than  faced  by  George 
Washington.  Lincoln  has  made  his 
turn  toward  the  East  where  the  center 
of  power  resides  for  our  democracy. 
He  stands  stalwart  with  firm  jaw  and 
compassionate  eyes.  His  coat  is 
buttoned  tightly  against  the  impending 
storms  raging  across  the  land  over 
slavery  and  secession.  His  right  hand 
firmly  grips  the  lapel  of  his  coat  to 
suggest  his  own  commitment  to 


The  statuary 

stands  not  only  as 

a  testament  to  one 

man's  courageous 

journey. 


American  law  and  principle  in  dealing 
with  the  crises  ol  the  Union.  His  left 
hand  is  open  to  show  a  willingness  to 
appeal  to  his  countrymen  for  their 
support  in  what  he  thought  was  right. 
The  statuary  stands  not  only  as  a 
testament  to  one  man's  courageous 
journey.  It  is  about  a  journey  that  we 
must  make  together  to  keep  our 
country  strong  and  committed  to  the 
ideals  that  founded  the  nation." 

In  his  dedicatory  remarks  on 
August  1 1,  McClarey  stated: 
"On  a  cold  and  rainy  day  in 
Springfield  on  February 
11,  1861,  Lincoln  said 
goodbye  to  friends  and 
turned  his  face  toward 
Washington,  D.C.  An  awe- 
some task  lay  ahead,  as  well  as 
the  judgment  of  God  and  history. 
Lincoln's  task  would  be  to  save  the 
nation  and  to  promise  a  'new  birth  of 
freedom'  for  all  Americans.  He  would 
guide  the  nation  through  the  'fiery  trial' 
of  civil  war  which  would  test  the 
American  character  and  commitment 
to  the  principles  that  founded  the 
nation.  Near  the  end,  he  would  lay  out 
a  road  map  for  peace  and  reconcilia- 
tion that  would  'bind  up  the  nation's 
wounds'  and  restore  the  'mystic  chords' 
of  union  so  badly  broken  during  that 
war.  Notice  in  the  sculpture  that  his 
body  language  suggests  two  qualities  of 
leadership  that  would  mark  his  admin- 
istration -  toughness  and  compassion. 
Throughout  his  administration,  he 
would  demonstrate  his  willingness  and 
capacity  for  both,  and  in  doing  so 
would  transform  the  nation  as  well  as 
himself.  As  always,  he  hoped  that  the 
'better  angels  of  our  nature'  would 
guide  us.  That  hope,  that  'greater  task' 
must  be  our  task  as  well. "(J 

Carl  Volkmann  of  Springfield  is  the 
former  director  of  the  Lincoln  (public) 
Librar)'  in  Springfield.  Now  retired,  he 
is  writing  a  histoiy  of  Lincoln-inspired 
sculpture  in  the  state,  from  which  this 
article,  the  first  of  several  to  be  featured 
in  Illinois  Heritage,  is  derived. 
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By  CHRIS  LUSVARDI  -  Herald  &  Review 
C^D  Comments  (No  comments  posted.) 

DECATUR  -  When  John  McClarey  was  given  the  task  of  designing  a  new  award  featuring  Abraham  Lincoln,  he  wanted  to  portray 
pieces  of  Lincoln's  life  that  most  people  know  little  about. 

McClarey,  who  had  become  famous  for  designing  Lincoln  statues  throughout  central  Illinois  and  the  country,  captured  the  smallest 
details  of  Lincoln's  life  in  agriculture  in  his  latest  work. 

McClarey,  a  rural  Decatur  resident,  was  asked  to  design  the  model  for  the  Abraham  Lincoln  National  Agricultural  Award,  to  be 
given  at  this  year's  Farm  Progress  Show.  The  awards  will  be  given  in  five  categories  to  honor  individuals,  businesses,  companies, 
organizations  or  educational  institutions  that  exhibited  leadership  and  achievement  in  agriculture. 

Recipients  of  the  award  might  not  realize  exactly  what  they  are  getting,  said  Kim  Bauer,  a  former  state  Lincoln  curator  who  was 
hired  by  the  city  of  Decatur  last  year  to  serve  as  director  of  the  city's  Lincoln  heritage  development  project. 

"It's  a  story  about  Lincoln  that  hasn't  been  told  that  much,"  McClarey  said.  "Not  many  people  know  about  Lincoln's  initiatives  in 
agriculture." 

The  approximately  20-inch-tall  clay  model  is  called  "Field  of  Dreams." 

shows  details  from  the  6-foot-4  Lincoln's  legs  and  feet  to  veins  popping  out  of  his  hands  to  emphasize  the  16th  president's 
strength.  McClarey  put  a  hole  in  Lincoln's  worn  shoe  as  a  conversation  piece  for  viewers  of  the  award. 

"He's  nurturing  a  small  sprout  of  corn  in  his  hand,  which  is  a  good  symbol  of  Midwestern  agriculture,"  McClarey  said. 

Lincoln's  casual,  unbuttoned  coat  portrays  an  openness  and  friendliness,  McClarey  said.  Lincoln's  face  carries  a  thoughtful 
expression  and  a  small  smile. 

To  make  the  pose  work,  McClarey,  a  retired  history  teacher  and  state  worker,  positioned  himself  in  Lincoln's  configuration. 

After  it  is  cast  in  bronze,  the  finished  award  will  weigh  90  to  100  pounds. 

The  award  will  be  presented  during  a  noon  ceremony  Aug.  28,  the  first  day  of  the  Farm  Progress  Show  in  Decatur.  Nominations 
are  due  June  29. 

"We  want  everyone  to  understand  the  importance  of  Decatur  and  Lincoln's  role  in  Decatur,"  Bauer  said. 

Ten  awards  are  being  created  using  McClarey's  model,  with  the  other  five  to  be  presented  at  the  2009  Farm  Progress  Show 
during  the  200th  anniversary  year  of  Lincoln's  birthday. 

McClarey  started  sculpting  as  a  10-year-old,  when  his  mother  asked  him  to  carve  a  bar  of  Ivory  soap.  He  started  taking  a  serious 
interest  in  sculpting  again  when  he  was  35  and  has  been  doing  it  full  time  since  retiring  from  the  state  in  1995. 

He  designed  a  life-size  statue  called  "By  the  Sweat  of  Their  Brow,"  as  a  tribute  to  farmers,  which  was  displayed  at  the  2005  Farm 
Progress  Show. 

McClarey  has  created  larger  Lincoln  statues,  including  ones  at  the  New  Salem  State  Historical  Site,  Macon  County  Historical 
Society,  Taylorville,  Peoria,  Charleston  and  outside  the  Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and  Museum  in  Springfield.  His  work  has  been 
displayed  in  foreign  countries  such  as  Russia  and  Cuba. 

"It  builds  bridges  that  help  in  the  understanding  of  other  countries,"  McClarey  said. 


Information  from:  Herald  &  Review,  http://www.herald-review.com 
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Lincoln's  legend  lives 

Group  raising  funds  for  statue  to  commemorate  noted 
Metamora  case 
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METAMORA  - 

Holding  a  valise  in 
one  hand  and  an 
open  pocket  watch 
in  the  other,  the  tall, 
yet  lean  figure 
glances  down  to 
read  the  time. 


His  tie  is  somewhat 

loose,  the 

cheekbones 

chiseled.  His  longish 

hair  covers  the  tips  of  his  ears  and  is  topped  with  a  top  hat 

unmistakable  features  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


The  Woodford  County  Historical  Society  recently  unveiled  the  nearly 
one-foot-tall  likeness  of  the  16th  president  in  his  early  years  as  a 
young  lawyer  who  traveled  the  Eighth  Judicial  Circuit  in  the  1830s 
and  1840s,  even  before  Woodford  County  was  formed. 

Next  to  the  miniature  Lincoln  at  the  courthouse  stands  a  sculpture 
of  an  old  woman  in  a  bonnet,  holding  her  shawl  close.  The  figure, 
glancing  over  her  shoulder  up  toward  the  much  taller  Lincoln,  is  a 
representation  of  Melissa  Goings. 
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As  the  story  goes,  the  70-year-old  Goings  was  a  resident  of  Worth 
Township  on  trial  in  1857  for  the  murder  of  her  husband,  77-year- 
old  Roswell  Goings.  Lincoln  was  her  attorney. 

Nearly  150  years  after  Lincoln  was  in  Metamora  at  the  old 
courthouse  to  defend  Goings,  an  effort  is  under  way  to  raise  an 
estimated  $100,000  to  commission  renowned  sculptor  John 
McClarey  to  sculpt  life-sized,  bronze  versions  of  his  maquettes. 

"We're  trying  to  preserve  local  history  that  many  may  not  be  aware 
of,"  said  Jean  Myers,  curator  of  the  Metamora  Courthouse  State 
Historic  Site  and  chairman  of  the  historical  society's  Lincoln  statue 
committee.  "We're  fortunate  to  have  a  history  where  one  of  our 
future  presidents  once  worked  here." 

The  historical  society  is  looking  to  raise  half  the  money  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  with  hopes  that  grants  may  pay  for  the  other  half,  to 
get  the  statues  in  place  for  bicentennial  celebrations  beginning  next 
year.  The  Metamora  Telephone  Co.  already  announced  it  will  match 
up  to  $20,000  in  donations. 

Myers  said  the  Goings  case  was  just  one  of  about  70  that  Lincoln 
was  involved  with  in  Metamora,  and  the  one  "thought  probably  the 
most  dramatic." 

Stacy  Pratt  McDermott,  a  Lincoln  scholar  employed  at  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and  Museum  in  Springfield,  said  the  case 
is  more  "Lincoln  story  than  legal  documentation." 

What  is  known  for  sure  is  that  Goings  was  indicted  for  murdering 
her  husband  and  Lincoln  was  assigned  to  the  case,  but  that  charges 
were  stricken  from  the  docket  because  she  failed  to  show  for  court. 
Documents  from  the  1860  census  later  showed  her  as  living  in 
California,  McDermott  said. 

Myers,  in  an  essay  he  wrote  that  patches  together  facts  with  local 
legend,  said  Roswell  Goings  was  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  heavy 
drinker  who  was  known  to  beat  his  wife.  On  April  14,  1857,  the  two 
struggled  as  he  attempted  to  strangle  her,  and  she  hit  him  with  a 
piece  of  firewood. 

Supposedly,  he  came  to  long  enough  to  name  his  wife  responsible 
for  the  attack  before  slipping  back  into  unconsciousness  and  dying. 

When  the  case  came  to  trial  on  Oct.  10,  1857,  the  judge  revoked 
Goings'  $1,000  bond  before  Lincoln  -  who  was  assigned  to  Goings' 
case  -  requested  a  bit  of  time  to  talk  to  his  client  and  review  the 
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case. 


Myers  said  there  are  two  versions  of  happened  next:  one,  that 
Lincoln  and  Goings  walked  outside.  The  second,  that  they  sat  in  a 
downstairs  office  to  talk  privately.  Whichever  was  true,  when  Lincoln 
returned  to  the  courtroom  and  the  court  reconvened,  Goings  did  not 
return. 

Myers  said  the  townspeople  felt  sorry  for  the  woman  because  she 
had  been  beaten  and  did  not  want  to  see  her  possibly  hanged, 
explaining  why  no  arrest  warrant  was  issued  and  why  the  local 
sheriff  did  not  pursue  her. 

When  asked  of  Goings'  whereabouts,  Lincoln  -  who  was  often  known 
to  crack  jokes  while  in  court  -  reportedly  replied:  "Your  honor,  I  did 
not  chase  her  off.  She  simply  asked  me  where  she  could  get  a  good 
drink  of  water,  and  I  said  .  .  .  Tennessee  has  mighty  fine  drinkin' 
water." 

With  that,  a  local  legend  was  born. 

The  story  also  explains  the  poses  that  McClarey  built  into  his 
sculptures;  how  Goings  was  looking  over  her  shoulder,  a  last  glance 
at  her  attorney  before  fleeing. 

McClarey's  works  include  the  "Lincoln  Draws  the  Line"  statue  at  the 
corner  of  Jefferson  and  Main  streets  in  Downtown  Peoria  next  to  the 
Peoria  County  Courthouse,  as  well  as  a  sculpture  at  the  Abraham 
Lincoln  Presidential  Library  and  Museum. 

For  more  on  the  Goings  story,  go  to  www.villageofmetamora.com/? 
hiscourt.  For  more  information  on  how  to  donate,  call  the  Metamora 
courthouse  at  367-4470. 

Dave  Haney  can  be  reached  at  686-3181  or  dhaney@pjstar.com. 


Have  a  thought  on  this  issue?  Share  it  by  leaving  a 
message  at  (309)  687-8439  or  e-mailing 
youpage@pjstar.com.  Comments  may  appear  in  the 
Journal  Star's  YOUPage  on  Friday. 
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Lincoln  statue  coming  soon  to  Metamora  square 

Town  close  to  fundraising  goal,  statue  will  stand  in  square 


By  MATT  BUEDEL 

OF  THE  JOURNAL  STAR 

Posted  Jan  1 1,  2009  @  08:05  PM 


METAMORA  —  The  life-size  Abraham  Lincoln  statue  planned  for  Metamora's  historic  square  is  being  forged  now,  as 
for  it  gets  underway. 

Jean  Myers,  statue  committee  chairman  for  the  Metamora  Historical  Society,  said  the  group  had  raised  more  than  $7! 
for  a  7-foot-tall  bronze  replica  of  the  16th  president  and  an  adjoining  statue  of  Lincoln's  last  client  in  Metamora. 

"It's  really  actually  happening,"  Myers  said.  "Everything  is  in  the  works  right  now." 

The  historical  society  embarked  on  the  project  early  in  2008,  though  the  idea  of  a  Lincoln  statue  in  the  Woodford  Coui 
for  more  than  two  decades. 

The  project  received  a  significant  boost  in  May  when  the  Metamora  Telephone  Co.  pledged  $20,000. 

The  historical  society  commissioned  world-renowned  Lincoln  sculptor  John  McClarey  to  create  the  bronze  pairing  of  L 
year-old  woman  accused  of  murder  who  was  Lincoln's  final  client  in  Metamora  when  he  was  a  lawyer  traveling  the  cir 

A  Looking  for  Lincoln  Wayside  Exhibit  commemorating  the  relationship  between  Lincoln  and  Goings  is  on  permanent 
where  the  statues  will  eventually  be  placed. 

Myers  said  McClarey,  a  Decatur  native,  completed  the  life-size  clay  model  of  Lincoln  and  delivered  it  to  a  foundry  the 
model  of  Goings  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  March. 

"He  has  already  finished  half  of  it,"  Myers  said. 

The  society  originally  planned  to  unveil  the  statues  during  Metamora's  bicentennial  celebration  of  Lincoln's  birth  in  Ap 
August.  An  extravaganza  that  includes  original  music  commissioned  specifically  for  the  event  still  will  take  place  April 

If  necessary,  that  event  also  will  function  as  a  fund-raiser  for  the  statues,  Myers  said. 


Matt  Buedel  can  be  reached  at  686-3154  or  mbuedel@pjstar.com. 
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